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CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS OF THE LOWED STOUX 
INDIAN COMMUNITY IN MINNESOTA 


l- 


* " ** f AtAKB le 

W>, the Mintiefcot* MderwskiHton Sioux residing on the lx>^ r 
Sioux Reservation tifcder the Pipestone jurisdiction in the Sta^ 
of Minneftoti, in fcfrdelr to fottti ft more perfect union, develop a \r 
natural resources, Itteofrfc our domestic tranquility, promote the gen- 
eral welfare, to enjo^ certain r^hts of home rule, to provide ed»v i 
lion in schools of higher learning including vocational, trade, bir’r 
schools, and colleges Tor onr people, ami to secure the oppoii unit w ■<? 
offered us under ttie Indian Reorganization Act, do hereoy establi h 
the following Conatittttion imd Bylaws; and we solemnly a-flinn 
that it is our earned intfettfioii faithfully to support, respect- and 
promote the integrity etf the Const i tut i<m of the I mted Bbucs aod 
the Oonstitntion of tbe Stiftrf <i>f Mirrnesota. together with nil In w- 
pertain ing th^rttd constituted authority of our com- 
mon wealth, 4 , . , 4 J. 

* Y^f ju 


\ ► 


V - W ’; 
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RbcTiok T. bqgamxatitm shall be the li h 6 W ‘. t 

Sioux I ndiariOOnmxtotfPf *the State of Minnesota.* f • > : • * 

■ ’ <* • » viri^Wjit l"* , U *0 l**’*'' 

„ * •*, ; * < * « v 

li Tbe i eiri toi y oif the Lower Sioux Indian Contnuipo v 
V' -od-hxpalywH the) land, now sudd: un trust- by the United State*? for * 1 »<* 
MinthMA* Mdewakantoi Sumo > Indians within the cmsrfines of th>- 
Lower Sioux Indian BeebrvmtidnUand shall include -suth other lards 
as may in the f tftiiro be •jwupafi'ta within or without Sutd bounds -7 
lines by the Department of the Interior or by the Community f.>r 
our use i n the State «of ftf iuwu eoriu 

•>!>'*! fioii •** ^ ' 

'■> «r»fo^dSjrN#fi(6 III-*-M*KBrasHTp • • > : 

-ower Sioux Indian Community in 
the State of Minnesota shall, cimsistof the following : 

(-'<•) The bona. fide ilndiaa. residents of the I^ower Sioux Reset v.v 
turn whose names appear on*oc.**e entit Igd to appear on the official 
census roll of the Minnesota Mdewah an tou Sioux Indiana as of A pi 1! 
1 , HWf, with the official supplement thereto of .January 1, 

(b) The, bon* fide., Indian* peaidents of the Lower man Keserva-' 
tiou whose names appear on various other Sioux Indian rolls, pro- 
vided that such persons transfer tbeir enrollment to the Minnesota 
Sioux rolls, with the approval of tlia Secretary of the. Interior. 

(<■) All children of any member who if* a resident of the Levu-i 
Sioux Reservation. ^ fc«#epf flu* birth pf said ehiWret. 

T922£“-J4 i-, ; . -it rfeM'^Wsy.lj • ’V* ; ; > 


* jlud 1 . j«-d ur 

SixmoK , 1 . Membenhip 




Jstx*. $7 AtJop&i&n ^ — AH nonmembere eeekmg to become mcmbei'S /t*v 
of the Community must pay a fee of $2, which fee must amimpanvC 
the application to a Membership Committee whose decision shall ^ 
subject tc 


be subject to the approval of the Community Council. Notice of 
such application for adoption must be publicly posted for a period 
of thirty (#0) days. Any and ail against the admission 

of such applicant or applicants b? i n writing and filed 

with the Community Council before jthe expiration of the period 
of posting. The decision of the Qouuuunity Council shall be subject 
to a popular vote at the next annual election. 

Sec. 3, Any person who is a member of the Community, hut has 
removed rthere from for a period of t^Oi.03) y^ars, shall automatical Iv 
forfeit all rights and privileges^ t)^ benefits of said community 
such as land assignments and sharing^ community profits. 

Skc. L The Community Council ^ake ordinances governing 
the acquisition and loss of mein beegftjp, ^subject to review by the 
Secretary of the Interior. .. 

S*xj. 5. The administration of the forgoing powers and of all by- 
laws and ordinances affecting conno unify membership^ shall be vested 
in a Membership Committee*’ The ef^pisuch committee shall be 
subject to^review by the Community Council. 

Sec. 0. Noth mgeon tamed in this article shall be construed to de- 
prive any Minnesota Mdewakimton Siou* jndi&n of any vested right. 


Article IV-M3©v$^j*r<i Body 

t 

Section 1. The governing body of j$he Community organization 
shall be called-^The Community Council ; of £be Lower Sioux Indian 
Reservation^, and shall be composed of five memb'i's who shall be 
duly elected by secret ballot by the qualified voters of the Community. 

Sec. 2. The first election of eounedmen under this Constitution and 
Bylaws shall be called and conducted by a provisional 
mittee appointed by the present comnwuoty committee l c0 ^ L^n 
rules and regulations as the- community committee may /ibe. 
At said first, election, councilinen shall be elected for a term*, of two 
(2) years, i Each elective officer shall i«re : the right of r selection at 
the expiration of his term of officel f 
Sec. A The provisional election committee provided for Ln Section 
2 of this article shall issue an election certificate to those members 
of the Community Council so elected,! Said menders of the Com- 
munity Council receiving such certificates of election shall meet and 
organize! for business and shall e!&$ r from their membership by 
secret ballot one President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treas- 
urer, and an Assistant Secretary-Treasurer, who shall hold office for 
a term of 2 years or until their successor is elected. At the expira- 
tion of such term of office, election bf officers shall be had for efuh 
succeeding term of 2 years. ‘ 

Sec. 4; The Community Council sWfll have auth<>rity to appoint 
subordinate officers, boards, 1 and comfriitteses; 

Sec. 5, The Community Council Shall at its first meeting after 
election choose and appoint from among the community members 
the following department chairmen:'* •* 

(1) A Land Chairman: To him shall'be referred all matters per- 
taining to the parceling, exchange, or distribution of all lands within 
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ttm confines of' the Lovre^ r S|oui Reservation. He 
rhattera^^aihifig tb sala J^ndfe and their proper use in ssttcfk tajti£ 
ner as tjve Couftcn pre&rtbes rfftd Regulates. In all eases of fcssigh*- 
ment of acreage to atiyonp enticed to receive such, he slfcdt mil* 


( 2 ) 

agetrient 
farm rna 
tion of 
experts. 

(3) i 

management 
areas so thal 

and promote the conservation and protection of all wi! 
game within the confined b'f the reiiri-vation, in cooperation with/ebn> 
sti fcuted authorities. '/*.*" ' !r,:C v: ' 

(4) A Public Welfarfe ‘Chairman : He shall have charge^ of laU 
matters relative to the public welfare of the Community, 'tticb’#$ . . 
public health; empldyraehfc^safety, law and order, and oatey duties 
which the Council may 'piteacribe/'*' 

; '•* "• i lTtjjm n ■ 

SnenoK I'.- Enumerate# Pbvfeni .^ The Community Council shall 

exercise the following powers,- sabje " 1 •* ■ 

by the constitution or statutes ofthe 
tner to allexprese restrictions upon 
Constitution And Byiawe. * T * , i '^i - ' > " • 

(a) To negotiate with the Federal, State, and local Governments 
on behalf of the Community,: and to advise and consult #ith the 
resentatives of the Interior Department on all activities of iilsh 
jartment that may affect the Lower Sioux Indian Community! 
(o).To employ counsel fpr the prelection and advancement of the 
rights of the Comraunity'ind its.jnembcrs, the choice of counsel and 
the fixing of fees to be Subject lie the approval of the Seeiwtar^tirf 
the Interior. ■ *>;.;* •••??'•> > ^ 

se, or encuibbranoO 
community^ assets. 

. _ . rith regard to all 

appropriation tetimatea-OriFederal projects for the benefit of the 
Community prior to thesubmissleftirf such esti mates to .r he - Buret* 
of the Budget and to Ceesires^-^ - - j-' r.. 

(e) To make assignments of oemmanity land to members of 
Community in confomitj .with Article iX^jf this Constitution; 

(/) To manage all Ocotaomio mffairs and enterprises of the Com- 
munity in accordance th» *««n3 of aebarter whhdi »»y he 

issued to the Community^ the Secretary of the Interior; 'v : . v 

(g) To appropriate for public 1 purposes of the Lower Sioutlnditt 
Community available funds withal the exclusive control of the Com- 
muiuty and subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior, aiiy 
other available community funds* i-< • > • .-wVi- utJ ,-p. 

(A) To levy assessments upon iiteinbefrs of the <Sbmh\aut#Soritlri 
use of Community property aodi'fslril^ 



powers 
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fonnance of reservation labor in liea thereof, and to levy license fees, 
subject to review by the Secretary, of $*£ Interior, upon nonmember 
doing business within the reservation : Provided^ however , That any 
such assessment upon members of the Community shall have the 
approval of the Community, at a special election at which at least 
thirty (30) percent of those entitled .to vote shall vote. 

(i) To safeguard and promote peace, , safety, morals, and gen* 

era I welfare of the Community by regulating the conduct of trade 
and the use and disposition of property upon the reservation, pro- 
vided tliat any ordinance dirj&etjy anectuig nonmembers of (he 
Community shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the In* 
terior, and provided further that i»|U£^tipcted property of members 
which was obtained outside of any^^p.hr assistance of the United 
States Government or the Commu^itjy upiy be disposed of without 
restrictions* if! 

(J) To establish ordinanceR, subjeet to review by the Secretary of 
tlie Interior, providing for the maintenance of law and order upon 
the Reservation and for the ^of courts to enforce such 

ordinances. , - » ; 

> (A) To regulate the manner of making nominations for Com- 
munity officers and of holding community .elect iot is. 

(Z) To adopt resolutions regulating the procedure of the Com- 
munity -Council itself and of other,. Community agencies and 
Community officials. ' 

(m) To encourage and foster the arte, crafts, traditions, aud cul- 
ture of the Mdewakaiitqn Sioux Indians of Minnesota. 

• (n) To charter subordinate organizations for economic purposes 
and to regulate the activities of all such organizat ions under ordi- 
nances which shall be subject to review by the Secretary of the 
Interior. 

- (o) To protect and preserve the property } wildlife and natural 
resources of the Community, 

( p ) To delegate to subordinate boards, or community officiaivoi 
to cooperative associations, which aite open to all members of the 
Community, any of the foregoing powers, reserving the right to 
review any action taken by virtue of stick delegated powers. 

('/) To select delegates to sit in the annual conference ofHhe T\1 i n - 
nesota Mdawakanton Sioux Indians and in the National Council of 
entire Sioux Nation. t; - , 


2 . Any resolution or ordinance which, by terms of this Con* 
stituiiony is subject to review by the Seoretaiw of the Interior, shall 
be presented teethe Superintendent o££this jurisdiction, who shall, 
withm 10 days thereafter, approve or-^isapprove the same, if the 
Sui>eriijtendent shall approve any -ordinance or resolution, it shall 
thereupon become effective, but the. Superintendent shall transmit a 
copy of the same, bearing his endorsement, to the Secretary of the 
Intenor, who may, within 90 days f#>m the date of its enactment, 
rescind the said ordinance or resolution for any muse by notifying 
the Community Council of such decision 
Lf the Superintendent shall lefhfle^to approve anv resolution or 
ordinance submitted to him within 10 days of its enactmen! , he sliull 
advise the Community Council of hi&?re*Bons therefor. If these rea- 
sons appear to the Community Council insufficient, it may, by a 

majority vote, refer the ordinance oi* absolution to the Secretary of 
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the Interior, who nifty) wdtbin 90 days from the date of jfe 
ment, approve the same in writing, whereupon the said on ljft a ne ft^Hr 
resolution shall become effective. *-% ' 

S ®a 8. Future Power * The Community Council may exercise 


such further powers as may in the future be delegated to the Com- 
munity by the Secretary -oi the Interior, or by any duly authorised 
official or agency of government or by any member of ^ the com- 


munity. c* •*,:?* •'$?* * ^ * * fi*- 

Sec. 4- Reserved Pouter#. — Any* rights and powers heretofore 
vested in the Minnesota Mdewakanton Sioux Indians in respocfe^to 
any interests or affairs of tha Lower Sioux Reservation wit not ; 
expressly referred to in this Constitution, shall not be abridged hy 
this article, but may be exercised by the people of the Lowpr Sionx 
Indian Community of Mimiesota, through the adoption 
priate Bylaws and Constitutional amendments. rv -ig?- 

... • * yV ’ fii: 

« r ; Akitclb} VI — Elections • 4 .^^ 

Section 1. Upon adoption and final approval of this Cdostituaon, 
an election shall be held for the' selection of members of the Cbra- 
m unity Council as provided in Article IV. Elections thereafter y 
shall be held every 2 yeqrs, and hot less than 30 days before thp ex- 
piration of the terra of office, of the members of the council, 

Sec. 2. The Community Council shall by ordinance establish the 
date and manner of consol of the elections. ' . Y-- 

Sec. 8. At a meeting of the Council previous to any election^ 
Council shall appoint tvjro judges and two clerks of felectibrt i 
among the qualified votefn who are act candidates for office^ It i . . 
be the duty of thee® offices of Section properly to confined the «!<&■’ 
f ton. They will certify the result of said erection to the Cbinmuhity 
Council, who in turn will formally notify the successful “ 

/'"of their election. They’feball also formally notify the Si 
S»4i)t of the Pipestone jurisdiction as to the result of said 
J Sec. 4. Any qualified voter who is in pood standing shah be cbji-\ 
sklered as an eligible candidate for office. . . * 

\i Sect 8. In^riler To wqquke^the right of f ranch i 
.flualiiy by having mufti 
we Community. *» . 



didates 
riritead- 
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Section 1. The removal from office of a member of the 



Council shall be as follows; Tnfhe event of a complaint id writifik, 



1 1 


cil, it shall be the duty ? 'of the r Communjfv Council, if Uuch 
plaint is considered of ftdfficient inerit, to appoint a committee ©f « 
members of the Commhni t y, independent- of its own membership 
and those making the coffiplamtdj to hold a poblic hearing 'apd make 
written report to the Community Council of its findings, 'it copy of 
such report to be furnished! the accused. Upon receipt ofsdcft report, 
the Community Council shall meet in v executive session to>‘ consider 
such report and hear testimony; bf the accused. If aatasfi&l 


00000,1 m 

V; W 

• . •• * 







Seo. 2. In the event of the death, r&ftoVal from the Oomiimnity, 
resignation, or conviction of a felony- dr'taisdemeanor involving dis- 
honesty of any member of the Comnittiiifcy Council, (he remaining 
menders shall declare that a vacancy Grists and shall formally call 
:t special election for the filling of suHa Vacancy. At such election, 
any councilman removed by the OoUfi^it Y inay refer his case to the 
(>eonle by ! seeking redaction. if such vacancy occurs 

within 90 days before a general election, the Council may appoint 
some qualified member of the Community to Complete the unexpired 
term. 


Section 1. Any exercise of any enumerated poweis lodged in t he 
Community Council shall be subjects to a referendum vote of the 
people upon a written petition signed’ by not less than 25 percent 
of the total number of voters in the last regular election, provided 
that not less than 30 percent of the eligible voters shall vote in any 
mch referendum. 

• • • i i r .» • . 


united states tor tne MdewaKanton £*oux residing m tim rsuric ot 
Minnesota on May 20, 1886, and their •►descendants, may be assigned 
io any Minnesota Mdewakanton SiouX entitled thereto, and may not 
l)e assigned to any other person although such person is a member 
of this Community. However, laud purchased by or for the Lower 
Sioux Indian 'Community may be aligned to any member of the 
Community. 


Stc. 2. All applications for the assignment of land shall be made. f«> 
l lie Community Council. In the case of an application for an assign- 
ment of the land, above referred to, bought for certain Mdev akarU >n 
Sioux of Minnesota, the Council shall., recommend to the Superin- 
tendent of the jurisdiction what action shall be taken. If the Super- 
intendent, after consultation with the Council and. the interested 
[tatties, disagrees with the final recommendation of the Council, lie 
diall refer the case to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Ail assignments under this section shall be granted bv or under 
the direction of the Secretary of the Interior and evidenced by 
a Certificate of Assignment, which certificate shall be of (he same, 
force and effect, as certificates of alignment issued previous !o the 
organization of this Community. Such an assignment shall Ik* 
known as ' a “Minnesota Mdewafcsntap h Sioux Assignment/ 1 
Sxo. 3. In the case of an applicafida for an assignment of land 
whicli has been bought by or for thjs Community, the Council 
may approve or reject such appficatjip'iL /The action of the Council 
shall bo final and such action shall be applied to the Superintendent 
<>f the Pipestone jurisdiction within JO^ays. An assignment, under 
this section shall be known as a “Cottununity Assignment.” 

Sf.c. 4. In any assignment of land* preference shall In* given, 
first, to heeds of families of Indian blood who ore without land ; and, 
secondly, to heads pf families of blood which shall have 

already received assignments consisting of less than an economic 


AimCLE VIII — RfcFERENDUM 
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... unit of ai^Scultiiral land or ofch&fr land of Kjival value* #rtsh ^l^otfbwnb 
Kinit to fe^ detorminM ^b^ the Community Council in oidinarioefe 
which shall be subject tb retied by the Secretary of ' Interior 
or his designated representatives. If either the husband- or wife 
is not Of Indian blood, finch person is not to be considered as the 
head of a family under this section. 

The Community Council itiay, if it sees fit, charge a fie of" $8 
on approval of an assigmhent mad under section 3. •'*' ' * 

Sec. 5. No family tfiafi at any time hold more than' oiifc align- 
ment of land ; Provided, faoivetier, That the Community Geuncil may 
take into consideration the economic needs of a large and i a small 
family, a family being defined as a husband aftd wife, living to- 

f ather as such, whether there bfc children of not. In the event 6f * a 
©gal divorce or separation and there be children, the patent 
provides for and maintains a home for the children ShalT be 
side red as the head of tikti family. 

^ Sec. 6. If the holder of any land assignment absents himself, 
■with his family, from residence upon his assignment for - a ^rieij e| 
2 years* gtich absence be&rfnea evidence that he has ,v ^ ' 




claim to such assignment; > It shall then be the duty of {fee 
mimity Council, provided reasonable notice has been given* to iie^ 
dare the assignment vabtted Arid- notify the Superintendent of -the 
Pipestone jurisdiction. • ; . . : 

Any holder of a land ' |issi gnifieht’, excepting the agj^^d * 
abled within the confine^ of the bom munity area, shall pfersona 
cultivate and rise said land to tjie best of his ability, 
with Federal and State 'experts ' for* the proper development of ifce 
land. - ~ %s ? 

Sec. 7. The Communityi5ouhciI may make all further regulations, 
by ordinances, as shall be necessary governing the use* lease under 
exceptional conditions, and inheritance of assigned land : $roi *&£$<£ 
£ however, That such ordinances ‘shall bo subject to review by tbe 
-^Secretaiy of the Interior insofar as they may affect “ilmneeota 
Mdewakanton Sioux Aseignrpe^ite.^ 

Sec. 8. Any holder lari^ assignment who willfully neglects 
to make proper use of hjjs aefeigunent according to the brdm&tfcea 
prescribed by the Comxn&nity Council go vending the usetand cul~ 
tivation of such, land, shall have bis assignment subject to canc*I*r 
tion. It shall be the du^ of the Cbmmunity Council to arngaoh 
a person of the poesibBi^ otibeloss of his assignment If the 

roper use of his lend, it shaft 

. . to notify tho Superintendent 

of the Pipestone j«risdi«*ion,- who shall then take such action as 
he may deem; neceesary, i }(jbk«i®< toward the proper coftMtion v and 
improvement of the Iandi . , ** 

See. 9^Afly member of this Community who shall transfer any 
Jand erf which he is the Oistier to* the United States in 
Community shall be entitjedt^^b assignment of the same: lender, 
of other available land «k equal value. ,i . : • . 

Sec. 10. Improvemeritdw. any" charadfer made upon assigned land 
may be willed to and inherited, Hy;. members of ih*< IxhkSt FT ’ 
Indian .Community, arid' .if Big imprp v^ nicftta arc inado uboii 
“Minnesota R^dewaicaiitxW ' 
willed to' and inherited py 



Lmnesota 





^>dian entitled to such an assignment* When improvements are 
•ofc possible of fair division, the Commonity Council shall dispose 
'►f them under such regulations as it may provide for the benefit of 
-nch heirs. No permanent improvements. may be removed from any 
* immunity or assigned land without ti^xron^ent of the Community 
Council x t;. 

Sec, 11. No member of tiro Lower Sioux Indian Community may 
n<e or occupy community lands except under an assignment or least*, 

Seo, 12. TJn assigned land shall be managed by the Community 
t ouiicil for the benefit of the members of the entire Community, in 
accordance with the regulations prescribed by the Secretary of the 
I nterior under section 6 of the Act of JuU£ 18, 1034 (48 Slat. U84) . 

Sec. 13, Community funds may. be used, with the consent of the 
Secretary of the Interior, to acquire, land for the 1 Lower Sioux 
1 1 id i an Community. . 

Article X — Cams 'Laws 

* j i . '\i ‘ : 

Section 1. It is hereby understood that any and all treaties assur- 
ing the rights and privileges of people of Indian blood the right to 
hunt and fish are not affected by anything; in this Constitution. 

f- • 4 * 

Article. XI — Ooubt o?,HoM9H.c ^sukuoms 

V 

Section L The Community Council ia hereby authorized to estab- 
i ish a Court of Domestic Relations for the proper handling of all 
misdemeanors and dispute^, and for the .maintenance of Law and 
Order within the limits and jurisdiction of the Community. 

Article XII — Mineral Siohts 


Section 1. The Lower Sioux Indian ' Community shall have 
a uthority til protect and develop all fii»B 0 ral resources to winch it 
now has, or hereafter shall have, title. 1 ! 1 ' 


Article XIII — A -wifctbwv vra 


T'h is Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by a majority vote 
"f the qualified voters of the Lower Biota* Indian Community voting 
•'1 an election called for that purpose by the Secretary of the interior, 
provided that at least 30 percent of those entitled to vote .shall vote 
n such election; but no amendments- eh*H become effective until it 
hall have been approved by the Secretary of the Interior. It. shall 
' e the duty of the' Secretary of the ‘Interior to call an election 
on any proposed amendment upon receipt of a written resolution 
- f the Community .Council signed byalleast three members of the 
i ouncil. ■ 

i : 

BYLAWS OF THE LOWER SIOUX INDIAN COMMUNITY IN 

MINNESOTA; 


Article I— Dtrrrsa ar^prricERs 

, t 

Section 1. The President of the (^dignity Council shall pro 
de at all meetings of the Council He ihall at all times have gen 
al supervision of the affairs of thh Obpimonity. It shall also bt 



/ 


:9 
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tiie duty of the President ip opuntersign all checks against fundsof 


* the organization. 


Sm 2. The Vice Presuteat dull preside at all meeting* of the 
Community Council in the abeence of the President, and ah all *ct 
in his stead in ati matters! pertaioing to the office of President, 

Sso. 3. The Secretary siiall beep an accurate record of A aU pro- 
ceedings of the Community Council and furnish copies thereof to the 
Superintendent and the tJominissioner of Indian Affairs. He dull 
attend to the keeping of the official records of tin? (\Nomumty Coun- 
cil and shall be responsible, fotr /the prompt and effieient hanolin^of 
all correspondence pertaining to the business of the Coqatnuni^ 
Council and thd Coingnunjty.w All official records of th& Secretexr 
shall be open to inspectkmj to the members of the Community at &U 
reasonable times. 

Sec. 4. The Treasurer; shall be the custodian of all funds in the 
possession of the Community from any source. At such time as the 
Community Council or the Secretary df the Interi or shall deem' nec- 
essary, ho shall give a bond with a surety company of rattgitiztd 
standing in an amount to be deteianined by the CommunHy «Ckmiseii, 
such eureto ahd bond tu be approved by the Coram issioner ’ of Indiifc 
Affairs. He shall keep an accurate record of all community funds 
and shall disburse the same in accordance with the vote of the Com- 
munity Council. The books of the Treasurer containing the financial 
status of the Cwnmunity ^aJl bd open to audit and examfi^icn br 
duly authorized officers of the SeCatefcary of the Interior at all tfmw 
and shall be open to inspection b^memoers of the Coiftthuhifey (ktfrffc 
cil and its officers. '*?.*' f ' ' ,;J| £ . 

Sec. 5i The Assistant Secretary-Tfeasurer shall act as aatfstant tb 
the Secretary* and of the Community, and shall' be em- 

powered to transact business in their stead in case of thei£ absent 
from the Community o*J&gir liability through sickness or^ptherydae 

O to perform the duties bf^eir V)ffijce. He shall give bond upon |he 
same conditions aa the ^rwsKurec. , . . 

• ' J » Avi i . I 

r / 1 

• < ' 

Section 1. All offioerft.^hen elected shall be duly installed- and 
shall subscribe to an oathof office^© support the Constitution of.tfce 
United States and this Constitution. Such officers may be swomlaj 
by any officer qualified tft^dna nistor ^an oath. .** . 

• > • • l d ^teo fn S' : is i»t> 

Arcncui III — Salajues •“ . f -. < 4 ; 

; : i , * •• v'*»J 

Section 1. No salariesvfpom' Community funds slmlt be paid nor 
changed in amount unless approved by tfre members of the Com- 
munity at a referendum/'' 

Sec. 9. The members^ the Community Council or their d 
listed representatives shall be reimbursed from funds within 
exclusive control of the Community for any legitimate or reasonable 
expenditure or expense incurred by thenr and paid for from personal 
funds, while acting for-ihe Com m unity buds juan^me^ivT 
approvedihy the Commiii^C&^eiL ^ 

■ <i t- >.T • ‘ jr\ r SjU.tf|6 1 t-«J 
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Secttok 1. Stated meetings of' tBe’^tinnnhifey Council shall be 
held the first Friday of January^ April* July* and October. Culled 
meetings shall be held at the diser^trtsi of the President or upon 
request of three members of the Ckkrifatinity Council. Throe days 5 
written notice of called meetirigs^shfAi^be given to all Council 
members. . ’ ^ 

Sec. 2. Three members shall cohstitot# -fc* quorum. 

Sec. 3. The Community Council shall' prescribe such rules of order 
for its meetings as it desires. • S?**- 1 *• 

Sec. 4. The Meetings of the Coimauitiiy Council shall be public to 

all members of the Community except %il*x*ciiti ve sessions. 

“ » « 

Article V^^-GAofeifcaTioK 

Sectional The Community Council rfhah work in very close coop- 
eration with the Indian Service *ndiv*riou8 . departments of the 
United States Governmentiand* the State;- bf Minnesota in matters of 
charity, education, recreation, social vrc^k r and public health. 

1 1 * . ■ ■ j t 4 . ^ mi * i* 

AurtCUO VT-r-Aj>OTOpK OV Ga^^KfirCiaiOK- AND Byt-awa 

^ ' ? I ( i : > 

Seotiox 1 . This. Constitution and Bvjiiwfi,: when ratified by a ma- 
jority of the qualified voters of the A^acesota Mdewaka nton Sioux 
residing oi> the. Lower Sioqx Indian. Reservation, voting at a special 
election called for the purpose by theSeeretary of the Interior, pro- 
vided, that at least 30 percent of thosaeptitled to vote shall vote in 
such election, shall be submitted to the<'B^crelary of the Interior, and 
if approved, shall be effective from the .date of approval. 


• , *• 


CJ5RTIF1CATION ADOPTION 

Pursuant to an order, approved April US, 1036, by the Secretary 
of the Interior, the attached Constitution and Bylaws were sub- 
mitted for ratification to the members’ ok the Minnesota Mdewii leant on 
Sioux residing on the Lower Sioux Reservation under the Pipestone 
jurisdiction in (die State of Minnesota' told were on May 16, ] Dttfi, 
duly approved by a vote of 54 for } and 6 against, in an election in 
which over 30 percent of those entitled to vote cast their ballots, in 
accordance , with section 16 of the Indian Reorganization Act of 
June 18, .1934 (48JStat. 984), as amended by the Act of June 15. 1935 
(49 Statv'378). %y < • - 

■ ' - Georoe St. Clair, 

it-’.' ■ Chatman of Election Board. 

' •“ ” ; fh Sam Bloestone, 

Chairman, of the Community Council. 

'V i' • " • • > t 'Thomas Bmjestone. 

’■ ■ • .» . w 4 c ■ • Secretary. 

J, W- BaLMER, . ' v „ • I f/fjpjr- - 

Superititerulont. . :< ;v ; th • 

I, Harold L. Ickes, the Secretary- df^the Interior of the United 
States of America, by virtue of thw'a.tlthority' granted me by the 
Act of June 18, 1934 ( 48 Stats 984), as amended, do hereby approve 
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, the attached Constituticin and Bylaws of the Minnesota Mdewakun- 
Sioux residing on the Lower Sioux Reservation under ||*e Plgfc* 
stone jurisdiction in the State of Minnesota. *. r ' : 

All rules and regulations heretofore promulgated by the Interior 
Department or bv the Office of Indian Affairs, so far as they may be 
incompatible with any of the provisions of the said Constitution and 
Bylaws are hereby declared inapplicable to the members of the Min- 
nesota Mdewakanton Sioux residing on the Lower Sioux Reservation 
under the Pipestone jurisdiction in the State of Minnesota* 

All officers and employees of the Interior Department are ordered 
to abide by the provisions of the said Constitution and Bylaws. 
Approval recommended May 1936. 


Joh*t Colueb, 

C omnuxsi&ner of Indian Affairs, 
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Wabhinotok, D. 0, June 11 H 1936. 
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Harold L. Iokss, 
Secretary o f the 
[seal] 
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CO Hf T I T U T I CB AHD STUVS. 

Of TBS 

LOVES SIOCX COMMTOITT COUNCIL 

Of THE 

STATE' Of HXHKK80TA 


A w r B nwmr r j 

ItetlM 9. Article YI, Kleetiou ihall bo wttW»< fee rati 

ARTICLE Tl - ELECTIONS 

Section 9. la order to acquire the right of french lee , a voter suet 
qualify by having reached the age of 18 years of age or elder, on the 
day of the election and be a aeaber of the Ceauunity. 


APPROVAL 

a 

/; 

1, George V. Goodwin , Area Director, Minneapolis Area, Bureau of 
Tad i an Affair*, by virtue of the authority granted to ae by delegated 
authority frost the Coomlas loner ef Indian Affaire dated March 4, 1972, 
da hereby approve Aaendaent I to the Constitution and Bylaws ef the 
Lover Sioux Ce— unity of the Stats of Mieoooote. 

^ggd.) George V. Goods ID 
Area Director 

Ktsooapolla , Hitieooota 

Btui m h8 W7 
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CERTIFICATE OF RESULTS OF ELECTION 


Pursuant to an election authorized by the Area Director, Minneapolis 
Area Office, Bureau of Indian, Af fairs , on April 19 , 

a 

197 77 , the attached Amendment I to the Constitution and By lavs of 
the Lover Sioux Community of the State of Minnesota, vas submitted to 

the qualified voters of the Community and vas on June 20 , 19 7 7 , 

duly (adopted) (rejected) by a vote of for, and i ? against, 

in an election in which at least thirty (30) per cent of the 64 

entitled to vote cast their hallotB In accordance with Section 16 of 
the Indian Reorganization Act of June 18, 1934 (48 Stat. 984) , as 



Pearl Blue 

Election Board Member 
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Election Board Member 


